Should we restrict children from hospital visitation during the next wave of the pandemic? 
	The following is not meant to provide legal advice, but is offered only as an example of what one facility uses as their guidance. 


The following is a sample message for patients and visitors:

Due to the current pandemic of H1N1 (swine) flu in our community, (name of hospital) is immediately restricting visitors under the age of 18. Most people with H1N1 infection are 18 years of age or younger.  It is possible to spread this disease before you know you are sick.  No one with a flu-like illness should visit patients in the hospital.

(Name of hospital) has chosen to restrict visitors to protect our patients, visitors and employees from exposure to the H1N1 virus.  The well-being of vulnerable patients is our primary concern.  We need the support of the community to help us control the spread of this virus in our health care settings.

Starting today, we are asking all visitors to follow these guidelines:
· Do not visit if you are 18 years of age or younger.

· Do not visit the hospital if you are sick.

· Keep the number of visitors and length of visits to a minimum.

· Visitors should practice hand hygiene before and after visiting a patient.
· Wash your hands with soap and water for 30 seconds or rub your hands with an alcohol-based hand sanitizer for 15 seconds.

· Cover your cough.  Cough or sneeze into a tissue, and then dispose of the tissue.  Use your shirt sleeve, not your hands, if no tissue is handy.

· Call patients to give your get well wishes instead of visiting in person. Your concern will be just as genuine - and welcome.

