Ideas for Developing a Regional or Local News Release

The WHA and UW-Extension developed an extensive number of tools that hospitals and regional economic development organizations can use to write a regional or local news release.  Start by reviewing the regional economic development report contained in this toolkit.  In addition, hospitals can run individual economic development reports that can be brought into the release or provided to the press separately.  

Talking points for both the general public and the business community are also located in the toolkit that can be incorporated into a release.    

Below is a quick template of talking points, in addition to the above tools, that you might find helpful in drafting a regional or local news release:

Wisconsin Hospitals as Vital Economic Engines

· Across Wisconsin, hospitals and health systems provide access to vital health care services 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year, serving millions of households each year. Less often recognized are hospitals’ contributions to the state’s economy, including the number of people hospitals employ, the impact of hospital purchases and the impact of hospital employees’ spending and tax payments.
· In (region) hospitals annually contribute more than $XXX to the state’s economy. Economic impact data and other findings are in a study released today by UW-Extension and the Wisconsin Hospital Association “Healthy Hospitals. Healthy Communities.  The Economic Impact of Wisconsin Hospitals.”

· The research found that hospitals in (region) Wisconsin have:
· # jobs-direct, indirect and induced

· Contribution to total income

· Generate (X) economic activity in the region

