The Color of Safety
Frequently Asked Questions

Why are blood bank bands not given a standardized color?

Due to the unique properties of blood bank wristbands, and the limited availability of colors for these types of bands, it has been recommended to not designate a specific color for blood bank wristbands. However, it is important to maintain the integrity of the wristband standard, and ensure that blood bank wristbands do not compete or interfere with other colored wristbands that have been chosen to designate certain medical conditions. The following recommendations have been suggested for the use of blood bank wristbands:

· Try to use a colored wristband that is not part of the current standardized wristband model (i.e. avoid the use of red, yellow, and purple bands for blood bank wristbands).

· If alternative colors are not available, ensure that the blood bank wristband is unique in design, and is not similar to current standardized wristbands.

· If similar colors need to be used due to lack of availability of alternative colors, choose a color tone that differs from other standardized wristbands (i.e. choose a lighter red wristband for blood bank bands so it will not complete with the red that is used for the allergies band)

Are the colors used the same as the colors used in Wisconsin’s border states?

Minnesota has already standardized to the same colors that will be used in Wisconsin.  Illinois, Michigan, and Indiana are all considering standardizing and are leaning heavily toward these same colors.
Might some patients have more than one band?

Some patients will require more than one color coded wristband.  It is recommended that multiple bands be applied instead of combining colors on one wristband in order to avoid confusion. 

Is printing text on wristbands a privacy violation?

Because patients must consent to wearing a wristband, text on the band does not constitute a privacy violation.  Furthermore, color coded bands already give information on the patient’s condition.  Pre-printed text does not give any additional information.  It is important to have text on these alerts for any staff, family members, or patients who may be color-blind.
Will the EMS providers across the state be educated on the gray Multiple Victim Identification Bands?  

Yes, a Patient Tracking Coordinator who will be responsible for education and training of EMS and hospitals on the Patient Tracking System and the use of the wristbands has been hired. The policy on manual patient tracking has been sent to all hospitals along with a comments worksheet.
Will hospitals be responsible for purchasing Multiple Victim Identification Bands for multiple EMS services in their areas?

The Hospital Preparedness Program will purchase an initial supply of these wristbands for all EMS and all hospitals. As these supplies are depleted, EMS and hospitals will be responsible for restocking their inventory of these wristbands.

How will the Multiple Victim Identification Bands change the current system of triage tags with identification numbers on them?

According to the policy, EMS can use any triage system they choose as long as it is compliant with the START triage system. Triage tag numbers are not to be used for patient tracking.
Do we leave on wristbands when a patient is transferred from another hospital? 

When a patient is transferred to your facility, DNR status, fall risk, etc. must be reevaluated.  Unless the wristbands from the other facility are identical to yours, you will should remove them and use the standardized wristbands for your institution. If the patient is only in your care for a short period of time and will be returning to the original institution you may opt to cover the wristbands with white tape and add your institution’s wristbands. 
Is the use of a purple wristband to communicate "DNR" a violation of the HIPAA privacy rule?
 

The HIPAA privacy rule allows for the use and disclosures of protected health information if the patient has the opportunity to agree or object (see excerpt). During the discussion with the patient regarding their DNR status and the purpose of the wristband, patients are given the opportunity to accept or refuse to wear the wristband.  If the patient agrees to wear the wristband, they have given permission to disclose this information.
Excerpt from the Summary of the HIPAA Privacy Rule
(3) Uses and Disclosures with Opportunity to Agree or Object. Informal permission may be obtained by asking the individual outright, or by circumstances that clearly give the individual the opportunity to agree, acquiesce, or object. Where the individual is incapacitated, in an emergency situation, or not available, covered entities generally may make such uses and disclosures, if in the exercise of their professional judgment, the use or disclosure is determined to be in the best interests of the individual.
