
>= 3 loose stools in 

the last 24 hours?
Do Not Test

Received laxatives 

or enemas in the 

last 24 hours?

Consider Not 

Testing

Does the patient 

have abdominal 

pain, fever, or 

increased WBC?

Consider Not 

Testing

Test of C. Difficile 

Special/Contact 

Isolation

Continue isolation 

for the remainder 

of hospitalization. 

Begin C. Difficile 

treatment.

No

YES

NO

Stop Isolation/

Do Not Treat

C. Difficile Test 

(-)

YES

NO

YES

C. Difficile Test

(+)

Consider C. Diff testing if 3 or more 

loose stools

Community Onset Hospital Onset

Admission Days 1-3 Admission Day 4 - Discharge

C. Difficile Testing Algorithm
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(GOAL: Increase Early 

Detection)

(GOAL: Decrease 

Inappropriate Testing)


