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The legislation that created the Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) credential has taken effect. 

We are reaching out to address questions our department has received related to implementation. 

Injured Patient and Families ComRensation Fund (IPFCF). 

Wisconsin Act 17, the legislation that created the APRN credential, made changes to requirements for IPFCF 
participation. Information regarding the Office of the Commissioner of Insurance (OCI) and the IPFCF, including a 
frequently asked questions page, can be found on the OCI website located here: OCI Injured Patients and Families 
Compensation Fund (IPFCF) - Overview 

MalRractice Coveragi 
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Under Act 17, no person may practice advanced practice registered nursing unless he or she at all times has in effect 
malpractice liability insurance coverage. Malpractice coverage can be personal liability coverage in the amounts specified 
for health care providers under s. 655.23 (4) or coverage under a group liability policy providing individual coverage for 
the person in the amounts specified under s. 655.23 (4). This provision previously applied to Wisconsin APNPs. 

Licensure Reminder for current RNs: 

Under Act 17, anyone who uses the title of Nurse Practitioner (NP), Certified Nurse Midwife (CNM), Certified Nurse 
Anesthetist (CRNA) or Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS) MUST be credentialed as an Advanced Practice Registered Nurse 
in the State of Wisconsin. Act 17 does provide a grace period which allows RNs who intend to seek APRN licensure to 
continue to use these titles for a 12-month period. However, Act 17 requires licensure as an APRN to make use of these 
titles - regardless of certification from a national certifying body. 

The application for an APRN license is available. Please apply as soon as practicable. 

Under Act 17, the current license of anyone who is an APNP or CNM as of August 30, 2026 converted automatically to an 
APRN on September 1, 2026. Current APNPs do not need to ai:m!Y. to become APRNs. 

Renewal for former APNP 

Former APNPs will not need to renew their licenses this year. The legislation did not specifically address the established 
expiration date for former APNPs and this has, understandably, led to some confusion. All APRNs licenses will not expire 






