
WHA Advocacy Day Brings in Nearly 1,000 Participants
Nearly 1,000 hospital and health care leaders, providers, 
staff, trustees and volunteers participated in WHA’s annual 
Advocacy Day on April 19, the first held in person since the 
pandemic. Former Govs. Jim Doyle and Tommy G. Thompson 
were keynote speakers at the event that also included an 
address by current Gov. Tony Evers and a bipartisan state 
legislative panel of Rep. Mark Born (R-Beaver Dam), Rep. Evan 
Goyke (D-Milwaukee), Sen. LaTonya Johnson (D-Milwaukee) 
and Sen. Pat Testin (R-Stevens Point).

In addition to the program, Advocacy Day grassroots advocates 
also visited state senators and representatives at the 
Wisconsin state capitol, calling on the Legislature to discuss 
solutions to health care funding and workforce shortages 
Wisconsin hospitals have faced for the past several years.
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WATCH: Advocacy Day opening video

https://www.wha.org/MediaRoom/VideoLibrary/WHA-s-2023-Advocacy-Day


Award Winners
2023 Advocacy All-Star Award

Stoughton Health
2023 Health Care Advocate of the Year Award

Rep. Mark Born (R-Beaver Dam) 

WHA presented Stoughton Health with its 2023 Advocacy All-Star Award for the 
health system’s exemplary dedication to grassroots advocacy on behalf of the 
state’s health care providers in partnership with WHA. The award was accepted by 
Stoughton Health President and CEO Dan DeGroot.

Chief Administrative Officer of Marshfield Medical 
Center-Beaver Dam Angelia Foster presents State 
Rep. Mark Born (R-Beaver Dam) with WHA’s 
Health Care Advocate of the Year Award.

WHA’s 2023 Board Chair David Hartberg 
welcomed the crowd to WHA’s 2023 Advocacy 
Day.

Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers spoke at 
WHA’s 2023 Advocacy Day.

WHA Senior Vice President of Government 
Relations Kyle O’Brien provided an issues 
briefing for those headed to the capitol.

Featured Speakers

L to R: 2023 Board Chair David Hartberg, Tommy G. Thompson, Jim Doyle 
and Eric Borgerding.

Former Govs. Tommy G. Thompson and Jim Doyle join WHA President 
and CEO Eric Borgerding for a moderated discussion.



A bipartisan panel featured (seated L to R in photo above) Rep. Mark Born 
(R-Beaver Dam), Rep. Evan Goyke (D-Milwaukee), Sen. LaTonya Johnson 
(D- Milwaukee) and Sen. Pat Testin (R-Stevens Point) -- all members of the 
Wisconsin State Legislature’s budget-writing Joint Finance Committee (JFC). 
WHA Senior Vice President of Government Relations Kyle O’Brien (left) 
moderated the discussion on several issues impacting the state budget 
including budget surplus spending and Medicaid expansion, as well as a 
dialogue on the health care workforce shortage and licensure delays.

Constituents waiting to speak to Sen. Brad Pfaff and Reps. Jill Billings and Loren Oldenburg.

Sen. Eric Wimberger with constituentsSen. Mark Spreitzer with constituents

Rep. Clint Moses with Western Wisconsin 
Health CEO Eilidh Pederson

Legislative Panel

Legislative Visits



Children’s Wisconsin, Milwaukee

Prairie Ridge Health, Columbus Vernon Memorial Healthcare, Viroqua

Froedtert West Bend Hospital SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital, Madison Gundersen Health System, La Crosse

Attendees making their way to the capitol Marshfield Medical Center, Park Falls

Aspirus, Wausau and Merrill

Advocate Health, Milwaukee Attendees in the capitol

Thank you, hospital advocates!



Inaugural Quality Improvement Poster Showcase

Wisconsin hospitals showcased their quality improvement successes April 18 at the Capitol Rotunda in a Pre-Advocacy 
Day Poster Showcase.
 
Twenty-three posters were featured, representing 50 Wisconsin hospitals and health systems, highlighting their 
hospitals’ improvement projects. Topics were wide ranging and included Age-Friendly Health Systems, reducing opioid 
prescriptions,  reducing health disparities, and reducing readmissions. Presenters, representing hospital staff responsible 
for improving patient care, patient safety and access and creating value, had an opportunity to interact with their 
legislators and other hospital staff leaders.
 
View more quality improvement showcase photos here.

Pre-Advocacy Day Quality Showcase

https://www.flickr.com/photos/163358494@N06/sets/72177720307649351/


Follow us on social media

@WIHospitalAssn

Wisconsin Hospital Association

Wisconsin Hospital Association

@wihospitals

Scan the code to view 
complete coverage of WHA’s 
Advocacy Day 2023 including 
event summaries and photos.

Learn more

Advocacy Day Sponsors

WHA thanks the sponsors of this year’s Advocacy Day, whose generous support and engagement helped us deliver value 
to member attendees with programming that educates, motivates and advocates for hospitals and health systems in 
Wisconsin.

THANK YOU, ADVOCACY DAY SPONSORS!

www.wha.org

www.wha.org/Advocacy-Day
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