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Fast Facts from the WHA Information Center: Firework Safety

Fourth of July celebrations immediately call to mind a few things: grilling some burgers or brats, spending time with friends and
family or enjoying the beautiful Wisconsin weather. For most, one of the most signifying images of the celebration is fireworks. With
family and friends beginning to gather again to celebrate, safety is an important consideration when dealing with possibly injury-
causing pyrotechnics.
 
 The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) found that there was a “50% increase in deaths and injuries form fireworks-
related incidents in 2020, compared to 2019” (CPSC, 2021). About 15,600 people around the U.S. were treated in emergency
departments for firework injuries in 2020, compared to about 10,000 in 2019. Eighteen people died from a firework-related injury in
2020; in 2019, 12 deaths were reported. Roughly 65% of all firework-related injuries occurred within a one-month span (June-July).
 
 

The WHA Information Center analyzed data from 2016-2021 to see how often patients were visiting
emergency departments for firework injuries. The average age of a patient visiting the emergency room for
a firework injury was 30 years old. The age group that saw the highest visit counts was ages 11 to 20 years
old. Nationally, the age group that saw the largest spike in firework-related injuries was ages 20-24 years
old. Males had a much higher visit count for firework injuries than females—they accounted for roughly
75% of visits. 

 

The CPSC said burns were the most common injury treated in emergency room, accounting for about 45%
of diagnoses. The main parts of the body injured were hands and fingers (30%), followed by head, face, and
ears (22%). Firecrackers were the firework that caused the most injuries at 1,600 visits, followed by sparklers
with 900 visits.

  
 Here are some tips from the CPSC to celebrate this holiday season safely:

  



Never allow young children to play with or ignite fireworks, including sparklers. Sparklers burn at temperatures of about 2,000
degrees Fahrenheit—hot enough to melt some metals.
Keep a bucket of water or a garden hose handy, in case of fire or other mishap.
Light fireworks one at a time, then move away from the fireworks device quickly.
Never try to relight or handle malfunctioning fireworks. Soak them with water and throw them away.

   


