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WHA Urges Caution as DHS Embarks on Review of Wisconsin Trauma
Designation Standards

Zenk accepts invitation to serve on DHS 118 Administrative Rule Advisory Committee

In Sept. 2015, Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker approved a Scope Statement allowing the Department of Health Services (DHS) to begin what
proved to be a lengthy endeavor to update the rules that guide the state’s process for hospitals that choose to pursue Level 3 and Level
4 Trauma Designation. The rules revision was completed in 2019 and the new Level 3 and 4 criteria were implemented in 2021. In July
2025, Gov. Tony Evers approved a State of Scope authorizing DHS to begin again the arduous process of revising DHS 118.

On Oct. 23, 2025, State Health Officer Paula Tran invited WHA Senior Vice President of Workforce and Clinical Practice Ann Zenk to serve
on the new DHS 118 Advisory Committee. As Tran notes in her letter, "We depend upon the involvement of our stakeholders during the
development of administrative rules so we can receive input from and collaborate with those who may be most directly affected by the
proposed changes.”

WHA and Zenk accepted the invitation to serve on the committee, welcoming the opportunity to refine the state’s trauma designation
rules to support participation, quality, continuous improvement and collaboration. In a letter to Ms. Tran this week, WHA urged caution,
noting that the requirements that DHS ultimately adopted caused some hospitals to forgo trauma designation and that the regulations
have made it difficult for hospitals to maintain their Level 3 and Level 4 designation status.

WHA's letter summed up this ask: “As future updates are considered, WHA and our members ask that DHS remember that impact on
care, quality and access must be viewed not just through the lens of national recommendations, such as the American College of
Surgeons ‘Resources for the Optimal Care of the Injured Patient,” but also with a view to the benefit, burden and attainability for
Wisconsin facilities and health care professionals providing care across the state.”

IN THIS ISSUE

e WHA to Host Briefing for Hospitals and Health Systems on Wisconsin’s Application for $1 Billion in Rural Health Transformation
Funding

e President Trump Signs Funding Package to Re-Open Government After Longest Shutdown

e WI| Assembly Committee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care Holds Hearing on WHA-Supported Next-of-Kin Legislation as Senate
Committee Advances Companion Legislation

e WHA Foundation, Hospitals Connect Local Schools with Grants for Future Health Care Workforce

e Strong Support Expressed for BON's Work to Create an Expanded Faculty Role for BSNs

e WHA Urges Caution as DHS Embarks on Review of Wisconsin Trauma Designation Standards

e DWD Health Care Sector Grant Funding Opportunity Now Open

e Wisconsin Hospitals State PAC & Conduit Update

e Don't miss out! WHA Quality and Patient Safety Awards Applications Due Nov. 21

e Effectively Navigating Difficult Conversations & Conflict - Register Today for WHA's Health Care Leadership Academy
e Hospital Board Education, Keeping Your Board Apprised and Legally Compliant, a Success

e Ascension Awarded WHA 2025 Global Vision Community Partnership Award

e Fast Facts from the WHA Information Center: November is Lung Cancer Awareness Month

EDUCATION EVENTS


https://www.wha.org/
https://www.wha.org/WisconsinHospitalAssociation/media/Documents/Articles/2025/11-13-25-Zenk_Tran-Invitation23Oct2025.pdf
https://www.wha.org/WisconsinHospitalAssociation/media/Documents/Articles/2025/11-13-25-WHA_Tran_DHS118_11Nov2025.pdf
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/1
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/1
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/2
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/3
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/3
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/4
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/5
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/6
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/7
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/8
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/9
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/10
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/11
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/12
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2025/11-13-2025/13

Nov. 19, 2025
Member Briefing: Wisconsin's Application for Rural Health Transformation Funding

Nov. 19, 2025
Caring for Wisconsin’s Caregivers: Advancing Health Workforce Well-Being

Jan. 28, 2026
2026 WHA Health Care Leadership Academy


https://www.wha.org/education/education-events/member-briefing-wisconsin%E2%80%99s-application-for-rural-health-transformation-funding
https://www.wha.org/education/education-events/caring-for-wisconsin%E2%80%99s-caregivers-advancing-health-workforce-well-being
https://www.wha.org/education/education-events/2026-wha-health-care-leadership-academy

