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Recap of Caring for Wisconsin's Caregivers: Well-Being First Champion
Challenge for Credentialing Kickoff
Held Wednesday, January 14

The Caring for Wisconsin's Caregivers Well-Being First Champion Challenge for Credentialing Kickoff,
a collaborative partnership between the Wisconsin Hospital Association (WHA), the Advancing a

Healthier Wisconsin Endowment (AHW) and the Dr. Lorna Breen Foundation (LBF), brought together
statewide leaders and national experts to launch Phase 1 of this workforce well-being initiative. The g
session focused on reducing stigma and promoting credentialing practices that support Wisconsin’s Car’ng For

health care workforce. Wisconsin’s

The webinar opened with an introduction to the Caring for Wisconsin’s Caregivers initiative, followed Careg"vers
by presentations from Stefanie (Stef) Simmons, MD, FACEP, Chief Medical Officer at the LBF, and
Corey Feist, JD, MBA, CEO and Co-Founder of the LBF. They provided philosophical grounding for
the Challenge, sharing the story and mission of the Foundation and highlighting the national
movement toward stigma-free, supportive environments for health care professionals.

Leaders from the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) and the Wisconsin Medical Examining Board (MEB),
including Jennifer Garrett, JD, Gregory Schmeling, MD and Renee Parton, shared Wisconsin's progress on the Well-Being First Champion
Challenge for Licensing. They outlined the background and shared recent updates to licensing questions and described efforts to ensure
licensure processes actively support clinician well-being.

Alicia Pilarski, DO, Professor of Emergency Medicine and Chief Well-Being Officer at Froedtert & the Medical College of Wisconsin
(MCW), provided a system level view of implementing the Well-Being First Champion Challenge for Credentialing. She shared her
personal insights and highlighted the importance of aligning credentialing processes with best practices, lessons learned from real world
implementation and how organizational culture and communication play a primary role in reducing stigma and fostering a supportive
environment for caregivers.

Dr. Simmons closed the session with an overview of national and Wisconsin-specific resources, along with guidance for organizations
preparing to participate in the Challenge.

To listen for yourself and explore these resources firsthand, please:

e Access the recording and slide deck.

e Visit the C4C website: WHA - Caring for Wisconsin's Caregivers: Health Workforce Well-Being

e Get started on the credentialing challenge in your organization: Create your account and explore practical tools and resources today!
o Drop into Office Hours for personalized technical support from Dr. Stef Simmons and the LBF credentialing team.

Well-Being First Champion Challenge Office Hours (Teams Meeting link)

e Join the meeting

e January 29| 10-11 am.
e February 12| 12-1 p.m.
e March 12|9-10 a.m.

e April 9| 3-4 p.m.

e May 12| 4-5 p.m.

e June 11|8-9 am.

e July 15| 12-1 p.m.


https://www.wha.org/
https://www.wha.org/quality/caring4caregiverswi
https://player.vimeo.com/video/1154691029
https://www.wha.org/getmedia/edff6571-7b48-4309-b48f-1e76f758ca22/C4C-Wisconsin_Well-Being-First-Champion-Challenge-Launch_Jan-2026-Slide-Deck-pptx.pdf
https://www.wha.org/quality/caring4caregiverswi
https://drlornabreenheroes.spoketraining.com/Login?showSpokeLogin=1#/selfenroll
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZmMyNDk0ZjQtMmQ3ZC00OTVkLWI0NmMtZWVhMWVlOWIyN2Yw%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522bb6546f8-a55e-4ca6-98ec-1d217b4cc9b0%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252290c50d4e-e248-4a99-9ab7-7266a4152218%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CSNelson%40wha.org%7Cdd096d0c57bb42e59f7208de58478177%7Cbb6546f8a55e4ca698ec1d217b4cc9b0%7C0%7C0%7C639045261301229746%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H%2BVtb6B1sM%2FKndDMKVLKK95ME83bEFJpNBlAVqUmBGk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZmMyNDk0ZjQtMmQ3ZC00OTVkLWI0NmMtZWVhMWVlOWIyN2Yw%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522bb6546f8-a55e-4ca6-98ec-1d217b4cc9b0%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252290c50d4e-e248-4a99-9ab7-7266a4152218%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7CSNelson%40wha.org%7Cdd096d0c57bb42e59f7208de58478177%7Cbb6546f8a55e4ca698ec1d217b4cc9b0%7C0%7C0%7C639045261301249398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s%2F%2FKgSyXxRwtQt5dvELxISDmyAMk3NNJ8Cn%2FqqFemoM%3D&reserved=0

IN THIS ISSUE

Assembly Committee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care Advances WHA-Supported Next-of-Kin Legislation

Congress Releases Appropriations Package with Key Health Care Extenders

e CMS Webinar to Discuss 2026 Hospital Price Transparency Requirements

HSHS Sister Maureen Fagan Receives WHA Trustee Award

Recap of Caring for Wisconsin's Caregivers: Well-Being First Champion Challenge for Credentialing Kickoff
EDUCATION EVENTS

Feb. 10, 2026
Age-Friendly Webinar Series Featuring Advocate Health

Feb. 25, 2026
2026 Advocacy Day

Mar. 13, 2026
2026 Physician Leadership Development Conference


https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2026/01-22-2026/1
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2026/01-22-2026/2
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2026/01-22-2026/3
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2026/01-22-2026/4
https://www.wha.org/news/newsletters/2026/01-22-2026/5
https://www.wha.org/education/education-events/age-friendly-webinar-series-featuring-advocate-health-044c59f528fff315808ae89a6c483a21
https://www.wha.org/education/education-events/2026-advocacy-day
https://www.wha.org/education/education-events/2026-physician-leadership-development-conference

